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Chapter   

 743 AD

W yth’s sharp eyes scanned the room, taking in the lickering candwewight 
that cast dancing shado.s on the .eathered .awwsT vhe taxern echoed 

.ith a mif ou wabghter and hbshed conxersations, and the air .as thick .ith the 
scent ou awe and the smoky aroma ou roasted mbttonT Worn .ooden ta-wes piwed 
high .ith empty tankards and hawu?eaten meaws sbrrobnded them, and Wyth 
.aited to see a red tbnic amidst the saiwors and -wbe gar-ed sowdiers that took 
their EwwT Was he the onwy oneS 

vhe taxern o.ner serxed them .ith stern indiHerence, and Wyth cobwdn’t 
hewp -bt notice the disdain in the sbrrobnding uacesT zurog xoraciobswy dbg into 
his meaw, not seeming to catch the atmosphere ou the room, -bt Wyth uewt wike 
there .ere a thobsand men -reathing do.n his neckT vhe smeww in the room .as 
-ecoming bn-eara-we, as .as the onwy hawu intewwigi-we speech ou the 'afones that 
Ewwed the spaceT “e reawiCed he .as cwenching the ta-we .ith his hands and kne. 
they shobwdn!t haxe come in hereT “bngry or not he shobwd!xe kno.n to keep 
a.ayT

”Yome on, it ain!t that -adIA zurog said -et.een -itesT ”vhey hardwy exen 
notice bsTA 

”Nob!re not the one .earing red,A Wyth said, -rbshing his bntamed -ro.n 
wocks a.ay urom his uaceT 

”F’m not responsi-we uor yobr choice ou a tbnicT vhey don’t wike bs here, 
any.ayT L wittwe cowor doesn’t change thatTA

”Nob see anyone ewse in redSA
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zurog gwanced arobnd, .earing a grinT ”jopeTA
”vhat’s -ecabse exer since the .ar, the zad-brgans don’t .ear itT zspeciawwy 

not hereTA 
”Weww, shobwdn’t matter since .e’ww -e gone -euore sbnsetTA
”Fu yob exer Enish eatingTA 
”F haxn’t had Exe minbtes and yob .anna -e goingIA 
Lt zurog!s efcwamation, sexeraw men tbrned arobnd, and a cobpwe ou sowdiers 

in a corner efchanged .ords .ith the taxern masterT Wyth .atched them, 
pointingT

”vhey’re gonna kick bs obt,A Wyth said, as the o.ner headed their .ayT
”Jor .hatSA 
”Jor -eing ziEonon, yob EendI Met’s Obst go get obr cargo bnwoadedT F don’t 

.ant to -e wate getting -ackTA 
”Gbst -wame it on yobr weut?handedness,A zurog respondedT ”With a name wike 

Wyth, yob obght to -e a-we to get a.ay .ith some tardinessTA
”Ft’s not my reaw nameT “o. .obwd yob ueew iu yobrs meant something ou no 

.orthSA
”Ft doesn’t mean no .orth, it means yob’re weuthandedTA
”Ft’s pretty mbch the same thingT Nob kno. ho. peopwe thinkT vhey .obwd 

say F am cbrsed urom -irthTA
”Weww, iu yob are, F’m a three?toed weprechabnTA
vhe o.ner interrbpted them and Wyth sa. sexeraw sowdiers standing -ehind 

himT 
”Nob!re interrbpting obr cbstomers,A he said in 'afoneT
”What’s he sayingSA zurog askedT 
”F said to get obt,A the taxern master said, this time in Ybm-ricT
Wyth stood, gwaring bp at the manT ”Whatexer yob say, 'afone s.ineTA
vhe taxern o.ner mbst not’xe cabght the wast .ords, -bt his uace -etrayed he 

kne. it .as an insbwtT “e gra--ed Wyth -y the tbnic and zurog Obmped to his 
side, to.ering oxer the man -bt pro-a-wy hawu his .eightT vhe sowdiers gra--ed 
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him and Wyth wost sight ou him as the .howe pwace tbrned into a ra--weT 
Den .ere yewwing in his ear, and robgh hands wiuted him oH his ueetT “e uewt 
himsewu -eing carried across the room, wabghter Ewwing the air as cbps ou awe 
.ere spwashed in his uaceT vhe -exerage stbng his nostriws, and he washed obt, 
trying to hit the sbrrobnding menT “e sa. wight ahead ou him and uewt himsewu 
-eing thro.n throbgh the door.ay ou the esta-wishmentT “e uewt the icy rain 
coming do.n on his uaceT 'a. the dim grey sky a-oxeT Lnd then he wandedT 
Bne grand mbd spwatterT “e picked himsewu bp and had to dodge a lying 
zurog as his uriend came obt auter.ardT 

vhe men wabghed at them and swammed the -eastwy oak door in their uaces 
as Wyth tried .iping the grime and cway urom his pantsT vhe drink in his hair 
made exery cbrw stick to his neck and uoreheadT Lt weast the rain .obwd .ash 
it oHT 

”F sbppose yob .ere right, weast .e got a sout wanding,A zurog said, wooking 
do.n .ith a grinT

Wyth shook his headT ”qo -ack to the ship and start bnwoadingT F haxe to 
go to the merchants’ gbiwd and wet them kno. .e -robght itTA

”Yan’t saiw in this .eatherTA 
”Weww F’m not staying hereTA 
Wyth started obt to.ards the uort, .hich stood at the edge ou the xiwwageT 

Uark tim-er pawisades on stone uobndations separated it urom the thatched 
cottages and Eshing hbts that made bp the to.n ou JaruestT "eyond its .awws 
stood the tangwed and oxergro.n uorest .awws that onwy gaxe .ay to a narro. 
roadT vhe gates .ere open and bngbardedT 

Wyth .awked inside and sa. the .awws uormed a ring arobnd a center to.er 
that .as -biwt ou stone, and stood wike a shado. against the rainy skyT Wyth 
shixered and rb--ed his icy Engers together as he approached itT L -anner 
hbng wimpwy on the thatched roou, dispwaying a .hite -oar’s head stitched into 
a -wbe that .as awmost -wack in its rain?soaked stateT vhe .indo.s ou the to.er 
.ere mere swits and iu the stories .ere trbe, great exiw had taken pwace hereT
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Wyth pobnded on the warge door ou the to.er, a.are ou ho. ziEonon the 
stone.ork .asT Br at weast bsed to -eT

L uair?haired gbard opened the door and uro.ned at himT 
”What do yob .ant, -oySA 
”F haxe -bsiness .ith the gbiwdTA 
vhe gbard wet him in, and Wyth Pbickwy uobnd his .ay to a -waCing hearth, 

.here he .rbng obt the .ater urom his cwothesT vhe .armth ou the Ere eased 
his nerxobsnessT “e stiww uewt charged auter the incident at the taxernT vhe gbard 
weut him and he uobnd himsewu awone in a robnd hawwT Mong wantern?wit ta-wes Ewwed 
the space and .oxen tapestries hbng on exery .awwT “e smewwed uresh -read and, 
remem-ering his soiwed meaw at the taxern, made his .ay to the uarthest ta-weT Ft 
.as piwed .ith -aked goodsT "reads, and cheeses, .awnbts and pearsT zxerything 
he cobwd imagineI 'eeing no one in the room, he took a chbnk ou cheeseT Ft .as 
tangy and s.eet in his mobthT 'out and che.a-weT ;nwike anything he’d exer 
hadT 

“e heard a noise and dropped the cheeseT qwancing to.ard the sobnd, he 
-ent to pick it bp and sa. a warge parchment on the loorT Ft .as a map ou 
the .estern Fswes .ith 'xeguor marked on the right sideT Mittwe arro.s pointed 
to.ards the iswand, coming urom 'anxard and JaruestT Wyth uro.ned and tbrned 
it oxerT Ft had nbm-ers and wetters scra.wed across it .ith a warge seaw at the topT 
What did it meanS “e heard uootsteps a-oxe him and shoxed the parchment 
into his tbnic .ithobt thinkingT “e .as -ack at the hearth .hen a man enteredT 
vaww and wean, he had a wong -eard that hbng hawu.ay do.n his chestT “e .ore a 
siwky -wbe tbnic and -oots ou weatherT 

”Yadiuor, is it notSA “e said, approaching WythT vhe .ords came obt con?
descending yet mbsicawT 

”jay, my word, F am -bt his agent, Lrwen ap Yow.enTA
”Ft’s aww the same to meT vhirty -bshews ou -arwey uor t.enty?Exe schiwwingsTA
”F .as towd it .obwd -e moreTA
”Nobr master towd yob .rongTA 
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Wyth took the pobch ou coins urom the man, noticing he didn’t come cwoser 
than he had toT vhe man seemed to stbdy WythT “e .ondered iu the parchment 
-bwged -eneath his tbnicT “e reawiCed he .as Edgeting .ith the pobch and 
stopped, his Engers s.eatyT

”Uo yob haxe any ubrther -bsiness hereSA 
”joT vhank yob uor yobr kindness, my wordTA Wyth .awked a.ayT “e uewt 

wike the man’s eyes .ere -brning throbgh the -ack ou his headT “is stomach 
.ent rock hard as he heard a chair moxe, and he gwanced -ack to see the man 
searching the ta-wesT vhe parchmentI vhe man!s eyes met his and Wyth -owted 
uor the door, his heart racingT vhe man shobted something in 'afone, and he 
heard uootsteps -ehind himT “e le. across the cobrtyard, each step -ringing 
him cwoser to the open gateT

L gbard appeared obt ou no.here -eside the gate and shobted uor him to 
stopT Wyth ignored him and reached the gateposts Obst -euore himT “e sprang 
obt into the xiwwage and ran to.ards the seaT 'omething cowd swid awong the side ou 
his neck and he screamed as a spear shaut le. past his headT L stinging pain shot 
throbgh his neck and he uewt -woodT vhey .ere trying to kiww himI “e gwanced 
-ack and sa. sowdiers in -wbe Ewwing the streetsT vhe .eight ou the parchment 
pressed against his chest, as the xiwwage -wbrred arobnd him, and the pain in his 
neck intensiEedT Jear gripped him, cabsing his -reath to come in ragged gaspsT

vhe masts in the har-or appeared ahead ou him and he tried to make his 
wegs go uasterT “is onwy chance .as to get to zurog and woose the ship -euore 
his attackers cabght bp .ith themT “e cobwd smeww the sawt in the air and uorced 
himsewu to keep goingT Why .as he aw.ays the one getting into trob-weS 

“e sa. zurog ahead ou him, sitting on the side ou the ship, mbnching on a 
piece ou -readT

”Moose the ship and pbsh oHIA Wyth yewwedT 
zurog’s eyes .idened in terror, and he -egan cbtting the ropesT Wyth wooked 

-ehind him and bnderstood zurog’s urightT Ft appeared the entire xiwwage .as 
-ehind themT 'aiwors, sowdiers, the taxern master, they .ere aww in pbrsbitT 
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Wyth reached the ship Obst as zurog cbt the wast ropeT “e pbshed .ith aww his 
might against the Er pwanks and then weapt into the ship Obst as the mo- stormed 
onto the dockT Wyth gra--ed a wong powe urom the deck and pbshed against the 
.haru .ith itT vhe ship gwided into the .ater and he dropped the poweT “e swid 
-ehind the pwank raiw as the sowdiers hbrwed spears at themT 'exeraw saiwors doxe 
into the .ater to s.im auter them and Wyth yewwed at zurog to -ring him the 
harpoonsT “e took one and .ent -ack to the sternT vhe men .ere wess than 
Euteen ueet a.ayT “is hand shook as he pbwwed -ack uor a thro.T “e aimed uor 
one ou the men -bt his hand cwenched arobnd the shaut and he cobwdn!t make 
himsewu thro.T What .obwd his uather sayS vhe distance increased -et.een him 
and the saiwors in the .aterT vhey .ere trying to kiww him auter awwT 

;“ewp me get the saiw bpI; zurog!s .ords interrbpted himT 
“e dropped the harpoon, wegs trem-wing, as he .ent to zurog!s side and took 

howd ou the .indwassT “is mbscwes -brned as they raised the spar, yet each tbrn 
ou the .indwass increased the ship!s speedT Mooking -ehind him, he sa. the 
men on shore preparing another -oatT vhe stormy .ind cabght the .oow saiw, 
wbrching the ship to the sideT Wyth tied the rope do.n and .ent -ack to the 
steer-oardT vhe saiwors mbst haxe gixen bp and .ere s.imming -ack to shore, 
-bt the sowdiers had the saiw bp in their -oat and .ere pbtting oars into the .aterT 

”Uo they hate red that mbchSA zurog yewwed in his earT
”Ft’s not the red idiotI F stowe something urom themTA 
”Why .obwd yob do thatS zxen F’m not that dbm-TA 
”F didn’t mean toT Ft Obst happenedTA 
;'o .hatexer yob took magicawwy appeared in yobr handsS;
;jo, ou cobrse not, yob EendI; 
Wyth pbwwed the robgh he.n steer-oard in, tbrning the ship to the eastT vhe 

sky .as gro.ing dark, and the cwobds hid the sbnset urom xie.T vhe ship -ehind 
them didn’t get any cwoser, -bt stayed right -ehind them as the tangwed tree?Ewwed 
shore disappeared urom sightT Wyth wooked -ack, the stone to.er cawwing to himT 
Fts dark .indo.s seemed to .atch his exery moxe, peering throbgh his sobw, 
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accbsing himT zurog .as rightT Why had he taken the parchmentS Why had 
he taken the cheeseS Were they not to diHer urom the zad-brgansS “is ua?
ther aw.ays said the ziEonons had the trbe wight, the wight ou righteobsness 
and trbthT vhey didn’t -o. to idows ou stone and .ood, as the 'afonesT At 
least they can see their gods. zurog came bp and sat do.n -eside himT

”F take -ack .hat F said earwierTA
Wyth gaxe him a Pbestioning wookT 
”F mean, may-e ya are cbrsedTA Wyth noticed the grin on zurog’s uace and 

gwanced -ack at the ship -ehind themT vhe 'afones seemed to -e changing 
cobrseT

”F -et yobr uather .iww wike the ne. scarTA Wyth uewt the sca--ed wine on 
his neckT “e sbpposed he shobwd -e thankubw he .as awixeT 

”“owd the steer-oard,A “e said to zurog and wet the yobnger wad take the 
hewmT “e took obt the parchment and waid it on the deckT Ft .as smawwer 
than he remem-eredT 

”vhey chased bs uor thatSA 
”Lye,A Wyth repwied, tbrning it oxer and wooking at the mapT 
Lww the arro.s conxerged on MwragornT Eddwen! 
”Nob risked yobr wiue uor a mapSA 
”Yan yob not -e PbietSA Wyth efamined the wedgers on the -ack ou the 

mapT v.enty -bshews ou -arwey to -e dewixered to the army at "eorguordT 
'hip’s  ready to depart a  .eek -euore <asgT Pasg! vhat .as an ziEonon 
ueastT  Why .obwd the zad-brgans need to schedbwe their leet departbre 
oH ou the ziEonon’s cawendarS Wyth wooked at the nbm-ers againT Jixe 
ships to depart, Lewuear ou Lramoor to wead the efpeditionT vhese .ere .ar 
pwansI Wyth’s hands trem-wed as he tightwy cwbtched the parchmentT L cowd 
s.eat -roke obt on his uorehead and the .eight ou the reawiCation pressed 
do.n on him, cabsing his stomach to chbrn and t.ist into knotsT vhe ship 
seemed to spin, and a .axe ou nabsea .ashed oxer himT zxery -reath uewt 
wa-ored, as iu the air had sbddenwy tbrned thick and sbHocatingT
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“is mind raced, trying to piece together the impwications ou .hat he had 
stbm-wed bponT “is eyes darted -ack and uorth across the .ords on the parch?
ment, each wine ubrther conErming his uearsT Mwragorn, zdd.en wixed in Mwragorn 
and <asg .as onwy a uortnight a.ayT

”Weww, .hat does it meanSA zurog’s xoice, happy as aw.ays, seemed to mock 
himT

Wyth’s xoice cabght in his throat as he tried to speak, his tongbe ueewing heaxy 
and bncooperatixeT Jear mingwed .ith anger, created a .hirwpoow ou emotions 
that threatened to oxer.hewm himT “o. dare the 'afones -reak the treatyI 
vhirty years ou hard uobght peace, and it meant nothingT 

”Ft mean’s .ar, zurogTA
”F thobght yob said the -etrayaw at Jaruest ended itSA 
”Lre yob not wistening to a .ord F’m sayingS vhe zad-brgans aren’t content 

.ith the .estern FswesT vhey nexer haxe -eenTA
zurog shrbggedT ”'hobwdn!t aHect bs too mbchT 'bppose it Obst means the 

Yhieutains .iww -e donning their armor againTA
 ”Fu they get the chanceTA Wyth wooked bp at the stormy heaxens a-oxe themT 

vhe dark cwobds seemed to relect his mind= the tbrmoiw, the wongingT Jog rowwed 
in urom the .est and hid the shore urom xie.T vhey .ere awone, no sbn, no starsT 
jothing to gbide themT Ft .as going to -e a wong trip -ack to LwryneT 
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